
MOBILE FIELD CHEAT SHEET 

The 
Subtractive 
Mindset 
A quick pre-shutter checklist for cleaner wildlife 
photographs. 

The wild is full of visual noise. Your frame gets 
stronger when you remove what does not 
serve the subject. 
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CORE IDEA 

Your job is to 
subtract 
A painter starts with a blank canvas and adds things. As 
photographers, we face the opposite: the wild is already 
full of chaos. 

The craft is to remove the noise until the subject and 
story become obvious. 

Clean frame = Clearer attention. 
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THE WHAT 

Ask two golden 
questions 
Look through the viewfinder, take one breath, and ask: 
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Field cue 

Do not start with the animal. Start with the 
story. *

What can I remove? 

Find the visual garbage in the frame. Hide it, crop 
it, wait it out, or move until it no longer competes. 
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What is it about? 

Is it about the bird, the eye contact, the 
posture, or the moment? Anything that does 
not support that story becomes secondary. 
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THE HOW 

3 ways to subtract 
chaos 
When the frame looks messy, clean it by changing one of 
these three things. 
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Move Frame Wait

Move your body 

Take two steps left or right, or get lower. Does 
the distracting branch disappear? 
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Tighten the frame 

Zoom in or crop tighter. Remove chaotic 
habitat and pull attention to eyes, paws, 
feathers, or gesture. 
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Wait for separation 

Let the animal walk out of messy shadows and 
step into clean, simple light. 
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THE FINAL CHECK 

The 3-second edge 
check 
Before taking the shot, stop looking at the animal for 3 
seconds. Look only at the edges of your frame. 

Bright spots 
White sky or glare will drag the 
eye. Shift until it disappears. 

Intersections 
A branch through the head or 
body breaks separation. 
Change angle. 
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USE IN THE FIELD 

Your pre-shutter 
reminder 
Run this fast sequence before you press the shutter. 

Name the subject 

Remove one distraction 

Check all four edges 

Wait for cleaner light 

Then shoot 

Shoot great light. 
Keep shooting. 

Be curious, stay humble, stay hungry, and stay foolish. 

-Abhisek Bagaria 
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